[A rare case of Merkel's tumor with intestinal metastases].
A rare case of intestinal metastasis of a neuroendocrine carcinoma of the skin (Merkel Cell Tumor) is reported. The primary tumor was excised from the left arm two years earlier and followed an aggressive course with lymph-nodes, tonsillar and intestinal spread. Histologically, the intestinal lesion was similar to the primary tumor with small, undifferentiated cells. Undifferentiated small cell carcinoma and lymphomas of the gastrointestinal tract are to be considered in the differential diagnosis. Merkel Cells Tumor usually affects head and neck (44%) and extremities (48%), and is a highly malignant neoplasia, with early recurrence and distant metastases. Wide surgical excision of the primary lesion is the treatment of choice, while controversial is the role of prophylactic regional lymphadenectomy. Adjuvant radio- and chemo-therapy is frequently associated.